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Enjoving Mature While Working on Culture
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Tidal retreated at Salvween mouth
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This effort however was rather harmless
when compared to the snowstorm we had to
weather at the source of the Salween several
months ago. At the source, life really did
seem to be on the line. One team member
was so exhausted after falling off his horse
and picking himself up that he lamented a
second fall would spell his demise, never
to be able to get up again. Should one fall
here, the only danger would be “drowning™
in deep mud. A dozen pairs of muddy feet
finally reached dry land and it was rendered

worthy of a group photo, just of the feet of

course.

U Thein Phe is a retired teacher of 75,
He spoke perfect English and answered
some of my questions. Da’re 1s a village
of almost a thousand families, mostly
farmers, with about twenty percent of the
tamilies being fisherman. These fishermen
are mainly Muslim and have some middle-
eastern features. Usually farmers are more
“wealthy™ than fishing people, as their
crops are better assured, whereas fishing
yield is more uncertain.  Recent yvears have
also seen overall catch dropping. As for
himself, he used to go to Moulmein once
in a long while, not being able to afford the
bus fare. That was when he was getting
only 8,000 kvats per month in retirement
fund. Today the new government gives him
23,000 allowance each month. So he can
afford to go to the city any time he wants,
Life apparently 1s getting better lately.
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Chapel at the 5t Bernard Pass
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Today, there are about 40 priests in the Mission though most of the younger
ones are dispatched to different parishes to work on spreading the Gospel. Left
here are the most senior ones, including Fr Savioz. One exception 15 Fr Joseph
Young. True to his name, he looks to be in his thirties and came from Henan
Province of northern China. When he first arrived six years ago, he did not
speak a word of French, and now he is fluent. They were expecting my visit
and I was asked to stay for dinner. There were about a dozen priests sitting in
two round tables as we ate at the dining room. Soup, salad. cheese and quiche
were served and there were two desserts, a chocolate mousse and a fruit pie,

At his very senior age, Fr Savioz has forgotten much of what happened in
recent years, but once I greeted him in Mandarin or Tibetan, his face lit up.
Momentarily 1 pointed to the logo on my polo shirt. “Oh vah, a vak.” he said.
Obviously his early memories have not altogether lapsed despite his age. As

I rose to leave, Father Kaelin, the prior of the Mission, stopped me and said,
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House for the dead
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Ando with his favorite guitar
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This is an Irish song from 600 years ago.” Ando San annotated as he

finished playing with a fast strum on his Martin D4 collector series

guitar. The music resonance filled the small room next to the kitchen.
The fireplace was burning warm and outside the window the snow seemed to
glow even in the dark. Just two days ago, a 6.9 magnitude earthquake rocked
through the area and his speakers fell from their mounts high up the ceiling,
MNow they are secured, with duct tape around them.

“This other guitar is a Dobro, very old and made before the Second World
War,” said Ando who was born in 1964, Sliding a glass piece over his ring
finger, a piece cut off from the neck of a wine glass with edges smoothed off,
he playved another tune, Amazing Grace improvised as blues, on this all-chrome
metal guitar, This is just another of Ando’s large collection of about 15 guitars.

But Ando’s love 15 more than music, guitars and motorcyvcles. His

fascination with nature is genuine, drawing him to move away from his native
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Campsite by Yellow River

were likewise simply called Red bandits by the Nationalists of Chiang Kai-
shek. Now that they have been in power for over sixty vears, they should not
repeat history, but instead learn from their own past.

Arriving at Nyibu Yutze Sacred Mountain is just as disappointing as not
reaching our first goal of Jonang monastery. The pristine snow-capped
mountain with a lake at its foot 1s now filled with tournists bussed in from
Sichuan and Qinghai. Everyone was stopped at a simple gate and asked to
pay a ticket price of Rmb120 to enter, drivers included. | don’t know when
prime sacred sites, or as a matter of fact all scenic sites, became commercial
profit generating machines. Busloads of colorfully clad tourists loudly roamed
the grounds and there were maybe scores of tents the caretaker monopoly had
pitched to rent out to visitors. [t was, like a zoo. We had a quick picnic lunch,
hiding ourselves behind a huge rock, and left soon after.

Mot unlike a college student changing his major half way through his
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Indian shop vender in Tamu

surrounding the dining area. Xiong (hnfen, the 24-year-old daughter, wrote her
name in formal Chinese characters to give me. She also pointed us to behind
the restaurant where a black bear was kept inside a rather large cage. She had
had it as a pet since the time when it was barely the size of a cat. Within three
vears it had grown to be taller than a man. Ironically, Xiong in Chinese also
means bear.

It took four hours by car to get back from Tamu to our boat anchored at
Kalewa by the Chindwin. Kelay 15 a town in between and at the border of the
Chin State of Myanmar, most famous for its weaving of textile. We stopped
by a village filled with weavers in many homes in order to purchase some
fimshed fabric. As it was already getting dark, outside and above a shop were
many bats going after insects in the darkened sky. Using a flash. 1 succeeded
in capturing the bat in action as the insects showed up as reflected white dots.
The bat, however, showed up as if on an x-ray film,

Just days ago, at our Exhibit House of Inle Lake, we set up three nets to
capture bats. While several got away and damaged our nets, we did manage
to trap two bats for measurements. One of them, a smaller flying fox similar
to the large ones we saw at Bagan, even had a newborn baby under one of its

wings. Eves not vet open, it folded up and sucked tightly on the teat as if in
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